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tian art. If the former really was a branch of art as diversified 
and widely spread as I have tried to demonstrate, would one 
not expect that the Christians profited from it when they began 
to illustrate the Bible, instead of trying to invent an entirely 
new imagery for their new belief? 

In one recension of Septuagint illustrations to the book of 
Genesis, believed to have originated in Alexandria, the story of 
the Creation of Adam is depicted in the three phases of the 
Shaping, the Enlivenment, and the Animation.*® They corre- 
spond exactly with the three phases of the Creation of Man by 
Prometheus on Roman sarcophagi, and this coincidence, in our 
opinion, can only be explained by the assumption that the first 
illustrator of the Genesis used as classical model an illustrated 
mythological handbook that contained the Prometheus story in 
just the way in which we see it on the sarcophagi. In the same 
context a miniature of the Books of Kings was discussed in 
which David, after the slaying of Goliath, carries the head of 
the giant, contrary to the Bible text, high up on the top of his 
lance 7 — an idea we believe to have been inspired by a scene 
from the fourteenth book of the //iad in which the severed head 
of Ilioneus is impaled in a similar way on the lance in order to 
frighten the fleeing Trojans. In another biblical scene of a By- 
zantine manuscript, Abraham 1s depicted sacrificing Isaac who 
Is trying to run away instead of kneeling submissively upon the 
altar, just as the little Orestes boy, in an illustration of the Eu- 
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ripidean T'elepbus tries to run away when Telephus threatens to 
kill him. 

In the present study, it has been pointed out that, in a mosaic 
of S. Maria Maggiore (Fig. 102), with Moses guarding the 
flocks of Jethro two more shepherds can best be explained by 
an illustrated Eclogue of Virgil. These-examples may suffice to 
demonstrate that the first illustrators of the Bible actually used 
the very illustrated texts which we believe to have been among 
the most popular ones in classical antiquity: mythological hand- 
book, Homeric poem, Euripidean tragedy, and bucolic poetry. 

This impact of classical illustration was, of course, especially 
strong at the time when Christian artists, or, preceding them, 
Hellenized Jewish artists, started to illustrate the Bible with enor- 
mous narrative cycles which, right at the beginning, must have 
rivaled the classical models in the extensiveness of their picture 
cycles." Yet this influence was not limited to the formative 
phase of Early Christian art, but reappears in later centuries, 
especially at the time of the Macedonian renaissance. At about 
the tenth century the New Testament cycle was partly re- 
modeled, and for the Anastasis picture, for example, a new type 
of Christ was introduced which clearly is derived from a Hera- 
cles who drags Cerberus out of Hell, exactly as Christ drags 
Adam out of Hell.?? A Heracles miniature was, in all likelihood, 
the starting point for this new iconography. 

What is most important is the realization that the Christian 
illustrators looked at classical models, not only from the artistic 
point of view, trying to learn the vocabulary of classical forms 
so to speak, but that they were conscious of the content and 
the meaning of the models they copied. The illustrator of the 
Creation of Adam must have remembered the Prometheus myth 
and known how to go about finding illustrations of it. The same 
literary learnedness must be assumed for the illustrator of the 
Books of Kings who remembered the Ilioneus episode when 
depicting David’s triumph and gave it a touch of terrifying 
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horror; and also for the illustrator of Isaac’s sacrifice who re- 
membered that the attempted killing of the boy Orestes by Tele- 
phus had actually not taken place and was, therefore, a most 
suitable parallel to the biblical scene. And surely even the Middle 
Byzantine artist who made the assimilation of Heracles and 
Christ must have been conscious of the meaning of his model 
when he let Christ hold the cross as a symbol of victory over 
death in exactly the same way as Heracles his club. 

Thus, the reconstruction of classical book illumination serves 
a dual purpose: on the one hand, to fill a gap in the history of 
Hellenistic-Roman art, and, on the other, to gather the most 
diversified material with which to build a strong foundation 
for a history of the illustration of the Bible and other Christian 
texts. 
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alongside of the fleeing Aeneas. 
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23. Only one such plaque exists in the Museo Sacro of the Vatican. 
See Weitzmann, “A Tabula Odysseaca," A.J.A., XLV, 1941, pp. 166ff. 
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31. Evelyn-White, Homerica, p. 500, No.11. 

32. Robert, Becber, pp. 46ff. and fig. K. 

33. Evelyn-White, Homerica, p. 506. 
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bani’s list does not basically alter the relative frequency of texts as shown 
in Oldfather’s list and, therefore, only increases its value. 

3. Transl. Harmon (Loeb) vol. II, 1921, p. 7. 

4. Séchan, Etudes, pp. 233ff. 
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Collection, Cambridge, Mass. 1956, p. 50, No.34 and pl. XVIII. Her sug- 
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Figure 25. Durham. Cod. Hunter 100. Fol. 119’. 


Figure 24. Pisa, Bibl. Univ. Cod. Ronc. 99. Fol. 1’. 


PLATE 11 








`P ‘OA ۰۲۲22 "18 ‘pod ‘EN qig ‘saeg ‘Lt 7 


em 
M 
۹ 


Liga ; 0103‏ به ود ي A,‏ 


j NL ` 


skip tw ee کی نه لا ا‎ quus nen am DN 


: H ct ین٥‎ - vo rf 1 Cu 
صا‎ ww: یل‎ very ! 3 metho Auo 101 


=a ` هو همل«‎ QO 3 . ۲113 (t HoT rox 

` \ بنا ` À]‏ ۰ي uv‏ ۲ و 

. ۱32, و3 نحص‎ 45 . ٧٧13 دتم‎ torron zs 
` سو‎ 


a ` NOS. 





۰ ۵ فک ام‎ LL Cyn wed 
h 





+A 


¢ 


" 


à 






"3807 "TOTS *ATXX'] Md ‘POD ۰۹۲۳ 1ne'T 9211970] ۰92 7 


| — l 001 O 
مین‎ dow eni» eb D ma? ۸ مو امه جرا‎ 7 


z & 
Ng 2 


o noro hp uy nod wu vomiting 


€ 








۱۱ 








پر Dur edi aaa‏ ہی 





£ S ef k. 
إا اام‎ 
: WC ار‎ 











١ با‎ 3 












: لډ‎ a vies ېسا‎ RU +. 3 





+ ۷ 


fe e 


0 








> . 


tes ہیر‎ cease di 


OF SH eee + < 


i. ٩ 
cy y 








مک 








thee 





w 





Bit 
ملا‎ 


ithe »په‎ 


PLATE XIV 


we 1۳ T. 1 
coe ا‎ ۳ 7 
r SR Cg tt, 


لہ x=‏ موند بک —— 









ete ^ 
it 
"wA 


1 
+ 1 ; 
مر‎ a Ta دو‎ 4 
fh p pes ۶7۳ : 


Mi € ? y 





5 E e را‎ E E ٢ ی‎ ٢ 
۳۹ CA Me; Na “TeV ay Jt نع مه‎ Gas د دا‎ (p JRO? CRE! ` iT) “T° 


aO (S ^ Ç‏ بج LH, 0f OM a^ ۵ e‏ په وڼ و23 
Figure 28. Cambridge, Trin. College. Cod. O.IX.27. Fol. 43”.‏ 


پر رر وہ CL GMD?‏ )74€ هه و ال ور ری 


۱ Ju m à 
i» foncé mer Cau Lar رادم‎ fp en. رک اا په رول‎ exer 


۱ که‎ In encre cita MEM A ° [5500 ع‎ baa ca lee duar furnir 
وول‎ er decem CENE وظررےب‎ ee ot um 










y: رم‎ 
e G 
e 
وو رن ےت‎ 
Figure 29. Cologne, Dombibl. Cod. 83H. Fol. ۰ 
i 7 > š p= سرت ک8 کت بے‎ = E FM (193.3993 rm LO و سج‎ 
| Y fini? “2 gen: dise 1472 0 in FEC ولو یہ دوجود و وځ)وچه ووو یج وج‎ camus, : 
7-9 pa 1 117^ 2^" "ې يپ‎ Ë مر سے ہے‎ — 





Figure 30. Cologne, Dombibl. Cod. 83H. Fol. 156". 
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Figure 33. Venice, Marc. Cod. gr. 479. Fol. 2" 
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Figure 36. Mount Sinai. Cod. 3. Fol. 8". 
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Figure 41. Milan, Ambros. Cod. F. 205 inf. Pict. LIV. 
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Figure 42. Pompeu. Casa del Criptoportico. Fresco. 
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Figure 44. Berlin, Mus. Megar. Bowl. 
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Figure 46. Rome, olim Rondanini Coll. Iliac Tablet H. 
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Figure 49. Berlin, Mus. Megar. Bowl. 
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Figure 52. Pompeii. Casa del Criptoportico. Fresco. 
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Figure 55. Coll. Wylie. Gandhara Relief. 
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Figure 62a-c. Rome, Pal. Cons. Tensa Capitolina. 
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Figure 65. Constantine, Mus. Terracotta. 
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Figure 66. Cairo, Mus. Bronze Disk. 
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Figure 67. Jerusalem. Cod. Taphou 14. Fol. 308". 
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Figure 68. Vatican. Cod. lat. 3225. Fol 
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Figure 71. Berlin, State Lib. Cod. germ. fol. 282. Fol. 5 
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Figure 73. Berlin, Mus. Megar. Bowl. 
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Figure 74. New York, Metr. Mus. Megar. Bowl. 
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Figures 76-77. Leningrad, Hermitage. Silver Bowl. 
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Figure 83. Naples, Mus. Naz. Marble Panel. 
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Figure 86. Pompeii. 
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Figure 87. Rome, Mus. Naz. di Villa Giulia. Bronze Disk 
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Figure 90. Rome, olim Coll. Curtius. Megar. Bowl Fragment. 
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Figure 94. Pompeii. Reg.Lins.IL.6. Fresco. 
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Figure 97. Alexandria, Coll. Benachi. Terracotta vase. 
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Figure 98. Vatican. Cod. lat. 3867. Fol. 1". 
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Figure ror. Vatican. Cod. lat. 3251. Fol. 2”. 
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Figure 102. Rome, S. Maria Maggiore. Mosaic. 
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Figure 103. Jerusalem. Cod. laphou 14. Fol. 312° 
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Figure 104. Venice, Marc. Cod. gr. 479. Fol. 19" 
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Figure 108. Worcester (Mass.) Art Mus. Antioch-Mosaic. 
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Figure 1112-c. Rome, Mus. Naz. Frescoes of the Villa Farnesina. 
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